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NAppwp 16 InjubEdpkp 2009h tptyn)Gwl, Uhniptwl 3wpwiwjhu Quih$npluhnj
dwuwwnhlwjh YeEnpnupt Jkg, 3.£.C.U.h Lwhiwqwhp' MEpé Uenpwybwl Gr Ysnpnuwlwl
Jwpswlwl dnnnyh wunwdutp, Uhnipbwlu dwulwéhintpnt wunwdwygniptwl G
Jwpswwl ywwnwuppwbwwnniubpne dwulwygniptwdp dnnnypnwjhu puwpwu Jp
nitutgwl, npnib pupwgpht Ywwnwupiwutghtu fwbwygniphiuubpnt h uywuw 3.R.C.U.h
npngpwé npwlwl Ynnuunpn2nidhu 2nipg hwpgndubpne:

LbEpyw) pnpwygnipbwdp Yp UEpywjwgubup hwunhwnidh pupwgphl wpédwpdnLwé
gliuwinp dnwhngniphiubtpp 6L bwhiwqwh NGEpé Ubnpwytwuh ywwnwupjuwulubpp
wnpniwé hwpgnudubpni:

3~LUh Lwuwquwh NEps Ubnpwlybwl (YEnpnl), Yenpnbwwl dwpswlwl dnnnyp winwdukp®
Enniwln 2onkwlh, UED Uhdnubwlp, Uhbwl UphbwlubwlUh, (wdGUED wg) @6pn; Uupwbbwlh, hugwtu Lwbe
3PLUh Fwnwiwyht Quiihdnpupny engwlwluyhl 3wlldluwdnnnyp UnEuwwbn MEps Swhwwqbwlh



Iwpgnid - 3.£.C.U.p wnwghUubptu Ep np nhpp 62ntg h bwywuwn Iwjwunwl-
@nipphw jwpwpbpniphiuubpne puwlwunuwgnudh bwhiwétrUunipbwl, hugwku
UwbL wyn gnpépupwghu h bwywuwn jujnwpwpnihtup unnpwagpnn hhug
JuwqUwybpyniphiuutptlu Jhu Yp hwunhuwbuwp: bugwyt’u Yp pwgwinpkp 3.L.C.U.h
nhppnpn2nidp:

Rwj-Fppwywl jwpwpkpniphtubtpne puwlwunuwgnidhu GL uwhdwulubpne pwgnidhu
Yuwwwygniptwdp, Iwjjulwl Pwptgnpébwlwl Cunhwunip Uhniphiup Yp hwiwwnwy, np
Rwjwuwnnwuh Iwbpwybnniptwl bwhwgwhp gnigwpbpwé £ ytnwwl dEnuhwu
ntywywpt Jdp wwhwugniwé wnwounpnh wph Yegniwép G 2pgwliwghu nu vhpwqgwjhu
nhrwlwaghunwlwl hpwnpniptwl funp Gt hpwwnbu hwuljwgnnniphil: IGnGLwpwnp
rhynitup Yp Ywluqguh wunp bwhiwébErunLptwl:

Up ghunwyghup pt wju bwpiwétruntphibup ndniwp L Wwwnwuppwbwwnne pwyp Jpu E
npnyhtwnbL (nipg Jwpnmwhpwekputp Yp UEpluwjuwgut Lwhiwgwhptu GL hwdwju IwynipLEwu
hwdwp: Ywpbinp Yp UWwwnBup np hwjptuh WEnmwlwlu nEYwywputpp ntuEuwl hw)
dnnnynLpnh Juunnwhniphiup 6L gopwygniphilp, npwytugh huputwyjunwhniptwdp Juptu
bwhiwghdtpnt hhdwdp Jwwmwpnibihp pwpn G Epwpw2niug pwbwygniphiulbpne
gnpépupwgp, bwbt nhdwagpwitl htpwpwughip pwjiwthnfuhu UEplYwjwgnn
lungpunnwnubpp:

Pninpu ghinbup pE pwlwygniphiubtpp GpYuwp GL hnpdwlweinp éwdpw) ntupu Yupbihp:
UUhpwdt2wn £ np 3wyniphiup 6h2un pdpnut Gr jupGuw) Ynndunpn2nehy h jujwn Gynn
hipwpwughip pwnwpwlwl nwqdwywpnipbwl 6L ndniwp punpwuph nhdwg: REGL
ytEpguwwlu wpnhiupp Junptih s bwppwwnbBub], uwlwiu welw) hwpgbpne (neéncdhu
hwdwp 6hgtpnt UEpnpnudp ppwywl bwpiwébGrUuniehiu dpu E: MEwp E jhotup wugbwip,
hpwwbunipbwdp Wwjpwphup dtp wpnwpwgh hpwienitupubpnitt hwdwp Gr dgunplup JGp
wqgh

GL hwypGuhph hqop wwwaquwjh YEpunniedhu:

Rwpgnud -3wywuwnwup Iwbpwwybnnipbwl Vwpiwqwhhlu Uthhinph qifuwinn
qunpotwulbtnnil nntwé wygbimpbwl quwwygmpbwdpe hUs E d6p nbuwlykwnp:
QFp funphhp np RnLpphny hbwn Ephfuountpbwl bwnwdbEnuniphilp wwrwlmnid
uinknétg huy dnnniynipnhl down G Yplwy wwindwn nwnrlw| Iwjwunwl Gi
uthhinp wlhguwinnidhl, huswkEu puwninbp §p dwnbuwlybGl:

3.3. bwhiwqwhhu nintwé wygbintphiup Uthhieph giluwinp qunpotwhiltpnil G
Juqdwybpwniphiuubpniu, wnhp hwunhuwgwt uthhtrpwhwy mwpptp pdpwinpnudubpnt
Ynnut mbEuwykwnubpnt G YEgniwdputpnt wuyknéd G Gpptdu pninbu wpnwjwjnniptwlg:
Rwungniwé Bup, np h ytpgnj, hpp wEnnipbwu nEYwywp, bwpiwgwh Uwpgutwl
Y2rwnwuwbiny pninp intGwutpp G mGuwyknutpp, ywhnh ynndunpn2nih h 2wh
Swjwuwnwuhu G hwy dnnnynLpnhu:

Rwj-Fppwiuwl wEnwlwl jwpwptpniphiubtpne puwwunuwgnidh
bwhiwédtnuniptwlu Yuwwygnipbwdp gnigwptpniwéd YEgniwdpubptlu h juwjwn Glwe, np



hwjwuthhiepp intbw)  hpwnpnipbwu hp hwuwgnnniptwdp vhophuwly
hwirwpwlwuniphtu Up ¢k &L Yupblh £ ywpunwnpbp np wynwku ppw): Ywlwju ykwnp £
hpwput quuwquwub] gnpdblwytpwyh hwulwgnnniphiup G uyqpniupwihu hwpgbpn
Uywwndwdp YtEgniwodpp: Snibw| ugniptwlu juwwygniptwdp mGuwlyktnutpnt
nwppGpniphiuubpp jwpgbih B B wnwlwnod 60 Lpwbwybp, Gpp uyqpniupwjhu
hwpgtpnt 2nLpg hwdwhunhniphitup wnjuwyj E:

Utp wwpwaguwjhu, gnpSbwwywwn YEgniwdpny, dtup Yp hwrwwnwlp, np UEpjuwy
hwdw2juwphwjuwwl pwunwpwywl hpwnpnipbwl kg, wiklh hpwwntu downbgnud £ UGp
wnpnwp hpwintuputpp hEnmwwunt nhrwbwghwnniptwl Gt nunnwyh pwbuwygniphtuubpnt
Gwupny, pwl wj| vhgngubipny, npnup gwpn gpbpt wdpnng nwpw2pgwl Up npwywl
nptiLk 202wthGh wpnhiup s6U LinLwé:

Rwpgnid - dnep Jh2kghp pE hwdwdwjuniptwl Lwhiwghétpp Uwhwwwjdwulubp
¢6U npn26p uwywju Yp 62n6U gnpépLupwgh Jwgnpnwywl hwugpniwlltp: 2E°p
lunphhp np Uwpiwghétpnt YenEpku Jwubwinpwpwnp GpEphu wwpwaquwjhu Jupbih
E Gupwnpb] L wunup Ypuwl pwpnit bwhiwwwjdwlultp pjlwi SEnwuwywuniptwlu
Swlwgnudhl, Iwjwunwuh hnnujhu Yywhwugubpniu GL Upgwhuh gnjuyhéwyhu
ytEpwpbptw] mwpninn pwluwygniphiuubpnit juwwygnipbwdp:

Utlup yp hwulluwlp, np jwpwpbpniphiubutpne puwlwunuwgnidh gnpdpupwgp
Jwpquinpnn bwjuwaghétpp, wpnhiupl BU GpYwp pwbwygniphiubbpnt' 3wjwutnwlh,
@nLpphn) GL 2pgwliwyhu hpwnpniptwdp 2whwapghr wytwnniphtubutpniu dhgbi:
Uuywulwé wunup ntuhu wnwpybih Yentp GL quunup wykwnp £ Ujunby
hwdwéwjuniptwl Jhghu Ggptp, pwbuwygnn Ynnutpniu hwdwp: Uyn bwhiwghétpp
uwlwjlu Yp jwnyuwuanihu wju gifuwenp hppnnnptwdp, np wjuon wunup @Anipphwl Yp
nutlU wnwlg bwhwwywjdwuubpne uwhdwlutpp pwbwpne G ‘ Gpyne Gpyphpubpniu dhebi
nhrwbwghnwywl L puwlwunt jwpwpbpniphiuutpne qupgugdwl dErUwnybpnt
wWuwpunwnpwupht wngbi, Uwh pwl npbLt wy pwjtpne gnpdwnpniphiup: Ukgh
hwdwp junwy hpwwuniphtlu £ np @nipphwt, hpp 3wy dnnpnynipnhu hwunktw
gnwuwwuntphiu gnpéwé GL quijt npwgnn ywEwnnphil, 2wpnibwwpwn, wekh pwl
hwphip mwph, p2bwdwlwl pwnwpwywuniphit yupwéd £ 3wjnipbwl 6L Iwjwunwlh
Lywwndwdp:

Ulugunn wnwulhhug nmwphubpniu, uwhdwuutpne hwynidnyg wu Qwpnitbwywé E hp
p2Uuwdwlwl pupwgpp, GU2nud pwubkgubiny Iwjwuwnwuh Iwbpwwbnniptwl Ypwy,
SEnwuwwuniptwl Gwlwgnidh hwpgh hEnmwwunnidhu G Upgwjuh wuwhuniptwl G
hupunpn2nidh puunhputpniu uwwygnipbwdp qhgnidutp wwwhnybtint bywwnwyny:
Ywulwé gntupup np Gpp Lwiwgh6Gpnt pwdwnpniptwug hwdwawju jwpwpbpniphl-
ubpnt qupqwgniudp wnwyg Yp tnwpneh, @nipphw 2wpnitbwy whwnh hnpdk wnluw
luunhputpnit yuwwwygniptwdp hptu h 2wh dGnpptpnudutp wwywhnytp: YVwlwju wyn
YwpEhnipbwl nhdwg, |nténudp pwlwlygniphiulutpne dEpdnudp G 3wjwuwnwlh
UGyniuwgnidp ¢k, wyl hpp wpnp G punwpwyhpp yEwnniphil, 2whwgpghn
wEwniphtububpne dhgwqgujhu Y2hrp gnpdwétiny, nhrwbwghunwwl dEnuhwunipbwdp
GpYyhuountphiup wnwy Unbiu k:



Jwjwunnwl-@nipphw jupwpbpniphibultpp 6U Wwydwuwinpnihp LErUwjhu
Awpwpwnh hpwyhtwyh upgwinpdwu gnpépupwgny: Uunup ng JkY dfunwlwl
utpgnpéncphit Ypuwl nLuEbw Ywpwpwnh wujwhpniptwl, wwwhnyniptwl G
hupunpn2dwl JuwwwygnLptwdp:

Uju Jwuhu pwquhgu hwunmwwnwdutp yuwunwpwé B 3wjwuwnwlh
Rwupwywbnniptwl Lwjuwgwhp L 3wjwuwnwuh nL Unpykjéwuh dhebi
pwlwygniphituutpp hnqwluwinpnn wEwnnihituutpp: Ywpwpwnh dnnnynipnp b
Fwjwuwnwl swup ywjpwp nwpwéd U Ywpwpwnh hwdwp: 3GnGLiwpwp wunlug
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hus Yp yEpwpbph SEnwuwwuniptwl Gwlwgnidh hwpghu, hwphip mwph quju
wluwnbubnt 6L uEnwphiptine hp thnpétiptlu Gwnp, Gt @nipphn) unphpnwpwup
juwirEpwglt bwhiwghdtpnt mpwdwnpniphiup, @nipphw yhnh hwplwnpneh
hpnnwywuopktu nhdwgpwibint Sstnwuwywunipbwlu hwpgh wew)niphiup: b ytpgn,
SEnwuwwuniptwl hwpght uwwygnipbwdp @nipp dnnnynitpnhu down swuopwgnidh,
ghunwlygnipbwl G Gwlwgnidh Unnn gnpdpupwgp Unjupwl GL wikh Ywpbtinp E nppwl
wj yEwnniphtuutpne Yynndk dwlwgnidp:

Nwwundwlwl nnttwutpp yEpwlwjtint hwdwp wnwowpyniwé dwpdhlp,
lunphpnwdnnny dpu £ nup Gpyne Ynnudtpu wip hptug Jwulwygniphitup yhwnh pGEpGlu G
YnnuGptu npbLE UEYp Ypuw) nwnpbkguty gnpépupwgp Gt SEnwuwwunLptwlu
Swlwgnidhu yuwwywygniptwdp hwpgwnpnidh b wd pEnuphipnidh thnpé Yuwnwpnih:

Uwhdwluubpnt Gwbwgnidp Yp npn2neh Gpyhputpne dhpwqguwihu puunnwuhphu Ynndk
Yupniwéd hwdwéwjuniphiuutpny: Iwjwuwnwl Yp nhdwgpwit uwhdwulubpne UEpYuwy
hpwnpniphiup |rGGEwjU punnLuwé pwine hpnnnipheup, Vhwgbw Uggtpnt
YwqUdwltpwnipbwl (UUY) jud Uujwh MEnniphibutpnt IwuwpwlwuGnnipbwl
(UM3) hp Jwubwygniptwdp: 3Innujht ywhwlgutpne GL hpwiwwl uwhdwlulubpnt
hwpgh nténLdp, vhgwqgujhu dwlwpnwyny pwluwygniphibuutpne Uptpe wykwnp £ nwnbwy:
Jwjwuwnwl whwnh suptuwy wyn ninnniptwdp dteppbpnid wwnwpt, hupghup
dhpwqguwjhu nhrwbwghunwywl hpwlwuniptutlu JEyntuwglutiny: bpp thhpwt G
onphuwywl ywEwnnphtlu, pwbwygniphrubutpnt dwutwlygbiny L GpYyjuounthiup h 2wh hp
hpwinituptpniu wnwyg Unbiny £ np hwy dnnnynipnp d6rp yhwh ptipkt hp ywwndwlwl
hpwinituputipp: UGp nudtipnt hwdwnpnidp wyn gnpétiwytpwhu nupnnipbwdp
with wpnhitbwenp whwnhp ppwy pwu dpdnnuijuu Yegniwoépn:

Rwdwébwjuwagptp npbit wnbu unwpbw] Juikpwgptp ¢6u: Uunup unynpwpwn
wnpnhtup &U Gpynt YnnuGpne vhgbL pwlwygniptwlg, npnug pupwgphu htpwpwughip Ynnd
Yp hGnwwunt hp 2whtpp: UGup Yp hwrwwnwup, pE hwdw2luwphwjuwgnidh wju nupntl,
Rwjwumnwl wkwp sk hupghup JEYntuwgut: Unhlw Yugdwindnidh jwugnn YEgnLwodp
Jpl E: huplwyunwhniptwdp, wujwjpu dnnnypnwywp yEwnniptwl ophuwlwl G
nuwnbuwlwl hwunmwwiniu Jurenjgutpne unbnénudny GL wquun nbunbuniptwl juLkGw]
ninhubp pwbwnt bwhiwédtnuniptwdp £ np Iwjwunwb whwnh upbuw) nhdwgpwity
Utpopbw) Jwpunwhpwibpubpp: 3wjwuwnmwl gh Ypuwp wunbub] Nnwuhng, Uhwgbwg
Lwhwuglutpnt,  pwluwjh L wyp nudtpne Y2hnp wju gnpépupwghu Jkg: MEwnniphLultn,
npnup wnwiGjwpwp phynitup Gnwé Gu h 2wh Iwjwunmwuhb: Uunup |nipg uptinpniphil



YnL mwlb wyju pwbhwygniphiuutpniu G Yp hnjwbwirnpbu quiinup: IGnGLwpwn
wlpunhGudniphibu whwh prrwy Iwjwunmwuh hwdwp wju hwugpniwuhu dunwyjwu nhpp
62nt| L Jwubwyhg gnwnbwp Gpyjuountpbwdl:
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3.£.L.U.p wywyniuwlygwlwlu hwdwhwjjwlywl yuqduwytpwniphil t: bp punipbwdp
uwlwjlu, Uhniptwl bywwnwyutpniu hhdpp uqdwé B wqqwjhu hhduwjpuunhpubn,
npnup Yp YGpwpbphu Utp dnnnynipnh gnjuwywhwywuntdhu Gr wbuywnmwugnipbwl,
Rwjwuwnwuh pwpopnipbwl GL pwpgwiwénidhu G UGp wqguwjhu nhdwaghéh G
d2wnipwjhu dwnwlugniptwl ywhwwunwdhu: bp hwphipwdtw) ywwndnipbtwl wdpnng
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GU pwnwpwlywl 2thnidutp:
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Rwjwuwnwuh Unwghu 3wbupwybnniptwl pupwgphlu: Uhnipbwlu Ipduwnhp Lwhiwgwh
Monnu Lntywnp Pww, Yp gijuwrnpktp 1919-h dwphgh bhwnunniptwlu Iwdwgnidwphu
dwulwygnn 3w Uqgwjht Mwwnnithpwyniphiup: ULkih ni2, knphpnwjhu h2luwunibwl
dwdwluwlw2powuhl, 3.R.C.U.p hpp Uthhtnpwhw) uqdwyGpwniphiu
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hpwirwwpghu Ynndk Uhnipbwl UEpYuwjwgnighshu nhdwgpwiwéd hwjwéwupubpnil,
Monnu Lntwywnp Iwjwunwlh JEp bwhiwéatnukg wrNnPWWwhwwl, Yppwlwl G
hpwunwpwlswlwl Yurenjgutpnt untnénidhu:

Ul Jhwdwdwluwly hpwwlwgnig Lntwywpw2kl wiwuh 2hunipbwlu wllwupupwg
6pwaghpp: U2luwwnwup Up, npnib gnpéwinpniptwl hwugpniwlbubpp Yp ywhwugkhu
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phiuutpnil GL wpgbGputpniu nkd:

Monnu Lntwywph jugnpn' Lwhiwqwh Quintun Yprwtuybwl, Yupbinp nkp
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hw) qunpwlwlu quugniwéutpnt puwlybgnidh L hwunwndwl juwwygniptwdp,
Ipwluwljwl puwdwwnmwpniptwl Wwwnwuppwbwwnniubpniu htwn hp juwunwpwé
pwlwlygniphituutpny, npnug wpnhiupl Ep Mnpé Iwdninh, Ujubwph 6L pwquwpht wyj]
hwjjwlywl 2ppwiliGpnt G pwnwdwubpnt untnénudp:
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nuwnbuwlwl ndniwp ywjdwuutpne mwly, 3.£.C.U.p unwudlutg 100,000-E wirtGLh
hwjtpnt Iwjwunwb hnjuwnpniptwl Swhuutpp: Uuhlw hupuhu pwnwpwywl Yupbtinp
Uwhuwatnuniphil dpu Ep, np ywwndwlwl Jupbinp Lwuwyniphiu ntubgwe J&Gp wqghu
hwdwnp:

Nwn Mwwntpwquh nmwphutpnib, bwhiwqwh Ukp UwuntyGwuh ghpédwpwnp
wnwounpnh yupwéd htnwwntu G ayntt pwnupwlwuniphiup Yuptih nwpénig wyn
2npwuhu hEquuwh dtiny yupbp 3wjwunwuh odwunwyniptwl w2uwwnwlpltpp,
dhwdwdwlwy Uthhinph Jk9 unbnétiny hwjwwwhwwunitdh hnjujuww Ywnnjgubp:
bul Unpwgnju dwdwuwyutpnil, Lnithq Uwuncytwl Uhdnuph bwhiwqwhniptwl 2pgwlhpl,



1988-h Gpypwownpdh wnkntu wudhgwwtu Gnp, Iwjwuwnwuh dnnnynipnhu oquniptwl
hwulnn wnwght nt gluwwnp JuqdwyGpwyniphiuutpku dhu Gnwie 3.£2.C.U.p: Ujn
odwlunwyniptwl vhgngwt Yupbh Gnwi wwywhnyt) hwyptuh dwynipwjhu hhduwlywl
Junnjgubpnt ywhwwunwdp, Iwjwunmwluh Unpwblwh Iwbpwwytnniptwlu hqopwgnidp,
dphwdwdwlwl odwunwytiny Upgwjuh wquwnwagpnidh L wulwhunipbwlu
gnjwwwjpwphu:

Uhnipbwl Gipnwwjh 2pgwtwyp, w2hunjd gnpéniutniphil Yp yupk Gipnwywwl
2npwlwlutpne don LEnUwjhu Twpwpwnh 3wjniptwl ywwmdwlwl hpweniuputpnil G
hupunpnadwu hpwintuph swbopwgnidhl ninnniptwdp’ ghnwhEnwgonwywl
Ytnpnuubpne gnpéwygniptwdp L Uhgwqguwjhu hwdwgnidwputpnt juquwybpwnidny:
Ltplyw) hwugpniwupl, wuunynp gk, wyp 3.£.C.Uhnipbwl wwpunwwuniphill E, hp
luoupp niutLw| Iwjwunwl-Enipphw jupwpetpniphLtuubpne puwjwlunuwgnidhu
ninnnitwdp Juwwnwpniwé bwhwdtnuniptwl Jwuhl:

AGBU President Berge Setrakian Addresses
Questions on the Protocols for the Process of
Normalization of Relations Between
Armenia and Turkey

On Friday, October 16, 2009, AGBU President Berge Setrakian and members
of the AGBU Central Board of Directors attended a special forum at the AGBU
Center in Pasadena, California. The event was attended by leaders of AGBU’s
chapters and committees in Southern California and it provided local Armenian
Americans the opportunity to ask about AGBU’s position in support of the Protocols
for the Process of Normalization of Relations between Armenia and Turkey.

The following are the key issues discussed during the event and President
Setrakian’s responses to the questions.

Q: AGBU was one of the first organizations that took a stand in support of the
Armenia-Turkey normalization process, and it was also one of the five signatories of
a joint statement in support of the process. Why did AGBU extend its support to
the initiative of the Armenian government?

Berge Setrakian: In connection with the normalization process of relations
between Armenia and Turkey and the opening of the borders, we believe that the
President of the Republic of Armenia has exercised strong leadership and a
realistic understanding of the state of affairs of regional and international
diplomacy. He has acted as a responsible leader taking a bold and somewhat
difficult step forward.



We know that this process was not easy to engage, as it represents significant
challenges for the President and for all Armenians. We believe it is important for
the Armenian authorities to have the trust, support, and feedback of the people in
order to be able to negotiate from a position of strength, and face any difficulties
ahead. We all know that this will be a long and arduous exercise, which will involve
hard choices and diplomatic maneuvers that Armenians will have to understand in
order to navigate. Though the end result is still unknown, the initiative and the
attempt to resolve our issues at hand are worth a genuine effort. We must
remember the past and fight realistically for our rights, while looking forward to
build a strong future.

Q: How do you evaluate the RA President’s visit to the diasporan communities and
don’t you think that this issue has caused division among our people and threatens
to disconnect Armenia from the diaspora.

Setrakian: The recent visit of the president of Armenia to the main communities
and organizations of the diaspora presented an opportunity for sincere and
sometimes heated exchange of viewpoints by various sectors of the Armenian
Diaspora. In the final analysis, we believe that President Sargsian will weigh all the
various arguments and concerns and decide a course of action that reflects the
best interests of Armenia and Armenians.

It became apparent from the perspectives conveyed about the initiative for the
normalization of relations between Armenia and Turkey that the Armenian
diaspora, insofar as its notion of the status quo is concerned, is not a monolithic
society and it is not possible to force it to act like one. However, it is necessary to
distinguish between diversity regarding procedural issues and positions on matters
of principle. Differences in approach to the issues at hand should all be respected,
and do not necessarily mean a split when there is unanimity concerning the
ultimate outcome. We, for instance, take a pragmatic stand and believe that in
this era of global geopolitics it is more realistic for us to try to pursue our rightful
demands through diplomacy and direct negotiations with neighboring states,
rather than through other means, which, so far, for almost a century, have not
yielded any concrete positive results.

Q: You mentioned that the protocols do not constitute preconditions yet they set
predetermined steps charting the process of opening the borders and normalization
of bilateral relations. Don't you feel that at least three items of the protocols imply
potential concessions regarding the issue of the Genocide, Armenia’s territorial
demands of Turkey and the ongoing negotiations regarding the status of Karabakh.

Setrakian: We all understand that the protocols regulating the process of
normalization of relations between Armenia and Turkey are the result of lengthy



negotiations involving Armenia, Turkey, and other states that have a stake in the
geopolitical developments of the region. The current documents are not perfect
and should be viewed as a possible compromise reached between the parties
involved. However, what they primarily signify today is the fact that they put
Turkey under the obligation to open the borders and pursue the development of
normal diplomatic relations between the two countries prior to any further steps.

We are well cognizant of the fact that Turkey is a state that committed genocide
against the Armenian people and has consistently and systematically denied it for
the past hundred years. It has conducted a hostile policy with regard to the
Armenian people and Armenia. Over the past 15 years, through the closing of the
borders, it has exerted pressure on the Republic of Armenia to force it to
relinquish the pursuit of the issue of Genocide recognition, as well as the
independence and self-determination of Karabakh. We have no doubt that when
the development of relations takes course, according to the dispositions of the
protocols, Turkey will continuously try to push its own agenda in connection with
the issues at hand. However, faced with that possibility, the solution is not the
refusal to negotiate and the isolation of Armenia; rather, it is the promotion of
dialogue, as a modern civilized nation exercising diplomatic expertise and using
the leverage of the international powers that have a stake in the outcome.

It has been repeatedly confirmed by the President of Armenia and the major
mediating nations that the process of normalization of relations between Armenia
and Turkey are not conditioned by the process of determining the status of
Karabakh. This process has no negative bearing on its independence, security, and
right of self-determination. The people of Karabakh and Armenia have fought hard
and their leaders will under no circumstance forfeit their territorial rights and their
claim for self-determination.

As far as the matter of Genocide recognition is concerned, if the Turkish
parliament ratifies the protocols, Turkey will be forced to realistically face the
existence of the Genocide issue after ignoring it and attempting to distort it over
the past hundred years. In the final analysis, in connection with the Genocide
issue, the process that may drive the Turkish people to become aware of, explore,
and acknowledge the historical reality of the Genocide and consequent
reparations, is equally, if not more important than the recognition by other
countries.

The commission referred to will constitute a forum where both sides can share,
and either party will be able to walk away if a fair and just solution to the
recognition of the genocide is not reached.

The issue of the existing borders is determined by the international community of
nations and Armenia faces the reality of having inherently accepted these borders



through its membership in the UN or the CIS. Again, Armenia will not be able to
affect the resolution of the issue of territorial demands and legal borders by
isolating itself from the international diplomatic stage. As a full-fledged legitimate
state, it is by participating in negotiations and promoting dialogue in defense of its
demands that Armenia will pursue its historical rights. The pulling together of the
energies of all Armenians towards such a process will be more productive than a
dismissive stance.

A contract is never a perfect document. It is the result of negotiations between
parties pursuing their respective interests. I would like to reiterate, that in this era
of globalization, Armenia cannot isolate itself. That would lead to eventual
disintegration. It is through self-confidence, the creation of stable legal and
economic structures for an independent and democratic statehood, and opening
additional paths in a free-market economy that Armenia will be able to face the
challenges of our times.

Armenia cannot ignore the importance of the involvement of Russia, the USA,
France and other powers in this process — powers that have long supported
Armenia and its interests. This is a negotiation those parties endorse, making it
highly imprudent for Armenia not to engage and refuse to be part of the process.

Q: Why did AGBU, a non-political organization, choose to be involved in this matter,
which is perceived as political in nature.

Setrakian: The Armenian General Benevolent Union is a non-political all-Armenian
organization. By its very nature, issues of Armenian national interest such as the
survival and security of our people, development and prosperity of Armenia, and
the preservation of our heritage and identity with all that it entails, have been at
the core of its existence and mission.

All along its history, AGBU’s policies and activities have necessarily involved civil
political involvement. The Armenian General Benevolent Union was instrumental in
pressing for a number of Armenian claims during the international political
negotiations in the aftermath of World War I and during the tenure of the first
Armenian Republic. Boghos Nubar Pasha headed the Armenian National Delegation
at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. Later, during the Soviet period, AGBU
maintained, as a Diasporan Armenian organization, a representation office in
Armenia and its representative was victimized by the regime; nevertheless,
Boghos Nubar undertook major projects in Armenia, including the establishment of
major medical and educational facilities in Yerevan, and developing the ambitious
plan of the town of Nubarashen, tirelessly working through the operational and
political challenges for its construction.

Years later, Calouste Gulbenkian, then President of AGBU, was instrumental in



negotiating with representatives of the French Mandate in Lebanon and Syria, the
establishment on a permanent basis of Armenian refugees, including the creation
of Bourdj Hammoud, Ainjar, and numerous other Armenian quarters.

During the presidency of Arshag Karageozian, in 1946 the AGBU financed under
difficult political circumstances the repatriation of more than 100,000 Armenians
to Armenia. It was a major political effort with a historical impact for the future of
our nation. It was later the foresight of Alex Manoogian to continue AGBU'’s
support of the motherland through the treacherous years of the Cold War, creating
infrastructure that would strengthen Armenia through its independence while
preserving and promoting the Armenian identity and heritage in the diaspora.

During the presidency of Louise Manoogian Simone, AGBU was one of the first
organizations to come to the aid of Armenia after the catastrophic earthquake of
1988. Those efforts helped to maintain our cultural and religious infrastructures
and strengthen the newly-independent Republic of Armenia. The organization
further extended its support to Karabakh in its struggle for independence and self-
determination.

AGBU continues to play a critical role in Europe by developing awareness about
the historical rights of Armenians in the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh, through
collaboration with scientific research organizations and international political
forums.

At this juncture, it is not unusual but, in fact it is AGBU’s duty to speak up and
express its viewpoint on the Armenia-Turkey Protocols.



